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Ilower Testrval
Triday July 9th
Lo

Memories of Meerbrook,

Thursday July 8th:  ®lessing of the festrval at 7.30pm.

Trday Tuly Oth: Chirch open 10am 9pm *Festrval Dance

Uillage Hall at Spm. weth Kath Rradbury

Saturday July 10th: Church open 10am Opm

Sunday July 11th:  Moly Commumon at 11.15am. Sonys of
Prarse at 7.30pm

Monday July 12th  hurch open from [0am. (oncert by
North Staffs Accordian PBand at 7 30pm in

Church , followed by refreshments wn the
il '!"fiﬂl' Hall
TQuesday July 13th: Church open 10am Spm.

‘Lasy access for wheel harrs
Kefreshments avaddable in the Cillage Hall




VI PARISI OF
LELK & MELRBROOK,

dr o tahp ray UM sames” Uicarage, Compton, Leek, 5113 501
elephone - 01538 182158

May I welcome you on behalf of all at St. :Matthew's
Meerbrook to our 1999 Flower Festivall Our theme
ths year is * :Memones of Meerbrook "

In this flower of colour and grace from God's creation
we share something of what it means to be

co - creators with the one who grees us all life and
beauty. Through the creativity and work of those who
have freely given their time to make this event possible,
we share in a unique way in that vitality and glory
given to us by God. ‘We are nghtly thankful both to
them and to him.

My own memonies of Meerbrook are somewhat thin, in
that this is only my third year m the viflage. JHowever,
one of the items which will catch your eye is the story of
the Balloon which fell on Gun in May 1826, and caused
local working men some [rght!. ‘When they finally had
the courage to go to the Balloon they found nothing in

it other than a bottle of wine, a few biscuits and a

compass. Mowever a week later the shaken owner did

find the courage to reclaim fits property bearing merely a

dislocated shoulder.

e curious coincidence is that the Balloon set of from
Beverley in Yorkshire, close to my own liome, and where
/ um'u;!i*;f schiooll You may be pleased to Know that |
didn 't crashi land in Meerbrook by Balloon, though at
my very first wedding here I did armve by helicopter!.

Do enjoy your time with us, takg joy in rural
Staffordshire, admire this fne Cliurch built by :Norman
Staw and decorated to it's finest, and ndulge in the
generous hospitality of the people of Meerbrook,

Yours fauthifully

Philip C Gray.




FOUNTAIN INN.

One of the properties to be knocked down when the
reservoir was buill was The Fountain Inn. On the day
John ‘Naden was hanged on Gun, August 31st 1731, the
public house sold out of beer, the Landlord remarking
that “ He wished a man was hung every day *. There
was a great_fire on Gun in 1855 where the gate post and
stop post made from the gibbet were destroyed.

TIHE SUNDIAL

The original brass dial dated 1673 has long since
disappeared. 1t was replaced in the 1990’s.

I VICLAGE JALL.

Originally thie Public Room and opened i 1908 by
public subscnptions of L1, each, it was a wooden
construction. In 1931 it became Known as the Primrose
Room and as the Cillage Hall since 1953. 1t was

rebuil in stone i 1988 and has since been enlarged.

A1 st drives, Bingo, ‘Dances, Mectugs, ‘Pncate Parties,
Recreational classes, Antique ‘Fatrs and Auctions are all

held there.

DI DAIRY.

A important past of every farm and small holdiny,
with a cheese press, butter chum and separater, where
thie farmers wife or daughter made butter and cheese (o

take to market.






















